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IIWE 2006
“Women Engineers : Pushing for Sustainability”

June 30th – July 21st, 2006 

Application Form

Last updated: December 9th, 2005
Admissions information:

Applicant’s profile
The IIWE 2006 is recruiting female and male students in all areas of engineering. Ideally, candidates should be towards the end of their engineering courses. Younger candidates are also welcome to apply if they feel they could profitably participate in this session as well as make a contribution to the institute and its proceedings.

Submission of application form
Candidates may submit their applications immediately, by e-mail only, to IIWE director Gay.Tischbirek@epf.fr Applications will considered “valid” only if they contain all requested information and essays - all incomplete applications will be returned to the senders. Once the faculty letter of recommendation has been received, the applications will be passed to the Paris Selection Committee.

Application deadline
There is no deadline to submit applications. Generally there are still places available up until June 7th, but we do not guarantee this will be the case for the 2006 session. Candidates are therefore strongly advised to apply as soon as possible.
The selection process:
Beginning January 2nd, 2006, the IIWE Paris Selection Committee will confer on a weekly basis to evaluate candidacies received. Applications will be considered in the order of their arrival. 

Notification of acceptance:

You will be notified by e-mail whether you have been provisionally accepted into the IIWE 2006 program. If, beginning January 2nd, 2006, you have not received a response within 10 days after application submission, please contact the IIWE director for information on your candidacy.
Please note: Due to holidays and business travel, the IIWE office will be closed from December 23rd, 2005 (last day of work December 22nd) until January 31st, 2006 (first day of work February 1st). You can send your application form and letters of recommendation at any time, but you will not receive a response until February 3rd. Applications will be processed in order of their arrival. If you have not received a response by February 7th please contact us again.
Completion of the application process
You will be asked to complete your application to the IIWE 2006 by effecting an international bank transfer covering tuition and housing. Total = 600 euros.
Confirmation of admission:

Official admission to the IIWE 2006 program will be confirmed by e-mail once the bank transfer has been received.
Visas: 

It can now take over two month to obtain travelling papers, so if you need a visa to enter France, you are advised to begin the visa process as soon as you receive your acceptance notice. The IIWE will not issue visa application letters after June 1st.

Withdrawal of candidacy:

Applicants who have been accepted to the 2006 program but who need to withdraw will receive an 100% (minus bank charges) refund of tuition if they notify the director before May 15th, 2006. After this date, the refunds will be digressive. (see Practical Information for details)
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Application instructions:

This application has 9 parts. Please fill out parts 1-8 and send it to the IIWE director: Gay.Tischbirek@epf.fr . You may submit your application immediately. Reminder: only complete applications sent by e-mail will be considered. 

Part I :

Personal information
Part II :

Your institution

Part III :

Your current academic program
Part IV :

Your practical/professional experience

Part V :

Questions and Personal essay

Part VI :

Financial considerations

Part VII :

Visa to enter France
Part VIII:

Confirmation of the above 

Fill out the personal identification section of Part 9 and then send it to the person recommending you to be completed. Ask her/him to fill it out as quickly as possible and return it directly to the IIWE director.
Part IX :

Letter of recommendation
PART I : PERSONAL INFORMATION

Name
Principle family name*: 

First name:

Middle name:

Nickname (if you will be using it at the IIWE):
*  The IIWE is aware that a person can have several family names. But to avoid administrative confusion, we kindly request applicants to identify just one family name in this slot.
Complete name (as you wish it to appear on your transcript) :
Gender:  female  ____   male     _____
Date of birth:   day______       month______          year_____

The IIWE communicates through its website and, for personal messages, exclusively by e-mail. IIWE applicants/members are responsible for keeping their mailboxes open and regularly checking for messages. The telephone and fax will be used only in case of an emergency. 

Please fill out ALL of the categories below. If you personally do not have any of the following means of communication, please furnish the coordinates of a person/institution willing to deliver messages to you.
Current coordinates
Number and street:

Apartment/room number (if applicable):
City:

Country:

e-mail address:

Telephone: country code________ area code _________ number_____________
Mobile telephone (if applicable): country code________ code _________ number_____________
Fax: country code _______ area code ________ number___________________
What time (Paris time) is it possible to fax? _______________

Permanent coordinates (if different from above)
Number and street:

Apartment/room number (if applicable):

City:

Country:

e-mail address: 

Telephone number: country code_______ area code _______ number ____________
Mobile telephone (if applicable): country code________ code _________ number_____________
Fax : country code_______ area code _______ number _______________ 
What time (Paris time) is it possible to fax? _______________

Coordinates of person to be contacted in case of an emergency during your participation at the IIWE
e-mail address: 

Telephone number: country code_______ area code _______ number ____________
Mobile telephone (if applicable): country code________ code _________ number_____________
Fax : country code_______ area code _______ number _______________
What time (Paris time) is it possible to fax? _______________

Country(ies) of citizenship:____________    ____________   ____________

If you have multiple citizenships, with which country do you most identify?

Additional countries where you have lived for over 6 months :

PART II:  YOUR INSTITUTION

Coordinates of your academic institution:

Name of institution:

Department:

Number and street:

City:

Country:

Coordinates of your academic advisor:

Name:

Department:

Number and street

City

Country:

e-mail:
Mobile telephone (if applicable): code________ code _________ number_____________
Telephone number: country code ________  area code____________ number ___________________
Fax number: country code ________  area code____________ number ___________________
What time (Paris time) is it possible to fax? _______________
PART III :  YOUR CURRENT ACADEMIC PROGRAM

Academic Major:

Minor (s), if applicable: 

Current academic year: 

1st ______ 2nd_______3rd_____ 4th  _____  5th  _____ other_______
Expected date of graduation (month/year) : _____________

Student just graduated (date)_______

Student doing graduate studies:  masters__________ PhD________

Do you wish to receive transfer credit for your participation in IIWE 2006? _____yes      _____no 

PART IV :  YOUR PRACTICAL/PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE

(Please use as much space as necessary to adequately answer the questions below)

Mention only your most relevant position: 

Company name:  

Please describe your duties and responsibilities:
PART V :  QUESTIONS AND PERSONAL ESSAY

(Please use as much space as necessary to adequately answer the questions below)

Short questions
Why did you choose to study engineering?

Describe two or three courses that you find/found particularly influential or valuable !

Have you previously studied and/or worked abroad? If so, briefly describe your experience(s).  
Describe any extra-curricular activities or interests in the international area, including student organizations, special projects, etc. 

How did you hear about the IIWE?

Personal Essay:

In an essay of no more than five hundred words, discuss your reasons for wanting to participate in the IIWE 2006. Include your academic, personal, and professional expectations.  

PART VI :  FINANCIAL CONSIDERATIONS 

Reminder:
IIWE 2006 tuition is set at 600 euros and will cover:

· participation in the program 

· program materials

· a July local public transportation pass
· lodging from June 30th , 2006 until July 21st, 2006

· some lunches
All participants will be financially responsible for:

· all meals (with the exception of reception lunches)  
· transportation to and from France 
· transportation between train stations/airports and the dormitory
· participation in the student parties

· personal expenses

· insurance issues: health insurance, repatriation and civil liabilities
Your acceptance into the IIWE 2006 program will be confirmed once the IIWE has received your international bank transfer covering tuition.

Financing your participation:

No scholarships are currently available to help cover these costs. How will you be financing your participation in the IIWE?  Through your:

___  personal funds
___  family
___  friends
___  university

___  local women’s organization

___  local French embassy

___  country’s embassy in Paris

___  IIWE alumni assistance

___  local industry.  Which one?_______________________
Would you ask to participate in the “Thank Your Sponsor” event scheduled on Thursday, July 20th?   

 _____ yes   ____ no
Scholarships:

Please do not inquire about the availability of scholarships: should extra funding be found and scholarships become available, this information will be immediately posted on the website and candidates will be notified.   If you receive a scholarship, it will be given to you (in cash) when you register.
Please tell us how you currently finance your studies at your home university:
___ personally

___ family

___ bank loan
___ university or government scholarship holder.  If yes, amount of scholarship _______


___ other (please explain)
PART VII :  VISA TO ENTER FRANCE
1) Will you need a visa to participate in the IIWE 2006?  _____ yes     ______ no
If you are not sure, consult: http://www.diplomatie.gouv.fr/thema/dossier.gb.asp?DOS=ENTERFRANCE .  
If you do not need a visa, please skip to PART VIII of this application form. 
2) How to obtain a visa:
You must apply for a visa yourself at your local French embassy or consulate, the IIWE can not do it for you. Contact the embassy in your country quickly to find out the exact documents necessary, procedures you must respect, and the total time required to obtain the visa.
The IIWE will supply you with an official “Letter of Invitation” to accompany your visa application. This letter can be issued only by EPF Ecole d’Ingénieurs, IIWE’s parent body. The Letter of Invitation’s purpose is to show visa officials that your request to enter France is legitimate. Depending on which country you come from, your embassy may require this letter to issue a visa. For some embassies, the letter is not obligatory but it will simply speed up your visa application process. Be advised that in certain countries, it can take only a few weeks to obtain a visa, in others it takes over four months. Reminder: the IIWE will not issue a Letter of Invitation after June 1st.
If you prefer, you may submit your application form first and your visa form only after you have been informed of your acceptance to the program. If you have chosen to do so, you must then send in your visa template form immediately to assure that you will have enough time to apply for and receive your visas. 2nd reminder: the IIWE will NOT issue visa letters of invitation after June 1st, so it is in your interest to begin the visa application process as soon as possible.
3) Letter of Invitation procedure:

To request your letter of invitation, please fill out the template below, adding any other information that might be helpful for obtaining a visa from your particular country. In order to fill out the template, you will need a valid passport and also your travel dates. 
Your travel dates: 
Arrival: You should time your arrival for Friday, June 30th so you can take advantage of time to tour Paris before the program begins. If you have difficulties arriving on this date, the last arrival date possible is Sunday, July 2nd . 

Departure: Schedule your departure for no earlier than Friday morning, July 21st. Your housing will be paid up until July 21st. If you want to take advantage of touring Paris after the sessions, you must make individual arrangements with the director of the residence hall once you have checked into the dormitory.
Receiving your Letter of Invitation: The IIWE will return the Letter of Invitation to you by regular post (not by rapid delivery, example: FedEx or DHL). Depending on the country concerned, regular post can take several weeks, so we strongly recommend that you ask us to fax a copy of the letter to you so that you can begin visa application proceedings at the embassy. As an additional precaution, we suggest for you ask us to fax a copy of the letter directly to your embassy or consulate. When you receive the original letter by post, you can then confirm your application at the embassy.

We will not ask IIWE personnel to attempt faxing you or your embassies more then three times. It is therefore your responsibility to furnish the IIWE with valid fax numbers + hours when it is possible to successfully fax.
4) Letter template:

Template for “Letter of Invitation” Please fill out all underlined and marked in bold type slots below:
I, the IIWE director, hereby confirm that (put in your complete name as it appears on your passport) has been invited to attend the international seminar IIWE 2006 that will take place at EPF, Ecole d’Ingénieurs from June 30th – July 21st, 2006 .

This seminar, which studies issues concerned with Women in Global Engineering and is entitled “Women Engineers: Pushing for Sustainability”, sponsored by the Education National and the Université de Paris XI, carries the title of “Université d’Eté”. The IIWE is supported by UNESCO, IBM France, Schlumberger, WFEO, and EADS.

The student’s travel dates will be: arrival in Paris June 30th (change this date only if you are arriving earlier) departure from Paris, July 21st (change this date only if you are leaving later) 
For the duration of the seminar June 30th – July 21st, participants will be lodged at:
mdm – la Maison des Mines

270 rue Saint Jacques

75005 Paris

Tél: +33 1 43 54 77 25

Fax: +33 1 43 54 73 33

www.maisondesmines.com

Financial considerations: 

The IIWE 2006 seminar carries a 600 euro tuition fee (includes local transportation and housing; but does NOT include meals), to be paid by bank transfer prior to the program. In addition, (your complete name, as it appears on your passport) will be responsible for all other expenses (travel to and from France, meals, insurance, and personal).

Passport data:  

Nationality: 
Date of birth: 
Place of birth:
Passport number: 
Date of issue: 
Place of issue:
Date of expiration:
5) Receiving your Letter of Invitation:
Coordinates where you would like us to send your letter by post:
Name:
c/o (if applicable): 

Number and street: 
City:
City code (if applicable):
Country:

6) Faxing the letter of invitation (optional):

Coordinates where you would like us to fax your letter:
Name:

Fax number: country code______________    area code_________  number_________________
What time (Paris time) is it possible to fax? __________________

Yes, I would like you to fax a copy of the letter directly to my local French Embassy so I can further demonstrate that my request to travel is legitimate. 
Please send it to:
 Name of visa officer (if available):

Country code: ______ fax number:_______________________________ 

What time (Paris time) is it possible to fax? __________________

PART VIII:  CONFIRMATION OF THE ABOVE

I acknowledge that I have re-read this application and that all statements are correct to the best of my knowledge. I allow EPF, on behalf of the IIWE, to use this information for administration and selection purposes only.   ___ yes                ____ no
**************************************************************************************************************************************************************************************************************************************************************************************************

PART IX : IIWE 2006 LETTER OF RECOMMENDATION 
To the IIWE 2006 candidate: The IIWE requires only one letter of recommendation and this must come from your academic advisor. If you wish to supply additional recommendations, you may do so. Please choose a person who not only knows you well, but who is also adequately positioned to support your candidacy to this particular program. Examples: your academic advisor, principle professor, Head of Women in Engineering at your institution, the international engineering director, a local industrialist, a community leader.  
Please fill in your personal information below and then send this portion of the IIWE 2006 application form to the person(s) who will be recommending you. Ask these persons to send the completed form directly to IIWE director Gay.Tischbirek@epf.fr   

The IIWE director will submit your application to the Paris Selection Committee only after she has received both your application form and this letter of recommendation.

Please fill out the following candidate identity form:

Principle family name:

First name:

Middle name:

University:

Department:

Country:

To the person recommending the above student:
The above student has asked to be admitted to the three week International Institute of Women in Engineering 2006 summer session (Women Engineers: Pushing for Sustainability) that will take place in Paris, France from June 30th – July 21st. S/he has asked you to recommend her/his application. For more information on the IIWE, please check our website at http://www.iiwe.epf.fr
For your information: The IIWE is looking for highly motivated, bright and serious students (female and male) who are seeking international engineering careers and who would be the proud representatives of the engineering students in your country. We are looking for students who are not only aware of the important role women have to play in the engineering field (at home and abroad) but who are also willing to work to push women forward in this area.

Ideally, the IIWE 2006 will be admitting students who are near the end of their engineering studies.  However, occasionally we find that some younger students are professional enough to fully participate in this program and also to make significant contributions to the institute and its proceedings. Please don’t hesitate to recommend younger students if you feel that they and IIWE 2006 would be a good match. 

To recommend the above student, kindly fill out the brief form below and return this form directly to Gay.Tischbirek@epf.fr. As soon as your recommendation arrives, the IIWE will submit the above student’s candidacy to the IIWE Paris Selection Committee. We can not proceed with the application procedure until we have received your recommendation.
Identity:
Your name:

Position:

Institution:

Country:

Telephone: country code_______ area code _______ number ______
Fax : country code_______ area code _______ number ______
What time (Paris time) is it possible to fax? _______________

e-mail: 

How long have you known this student?

Under what circumstances?

How much of the total course work leading to the desired diploma has the candidate currently completed?

All sessions of this three week program take place in English.  The student will be expected to interact with the other students and faculty, as well as participate in a final project in English. 
Does this student have enough of a command of English to be able to fully participate in the IIWE?    yes_____  no________

To grant credit, the IIWE requires the student to give at least two presentations once s/he has returned home:

*  one at her/his institution to faculty and staff members, concerning what was learned during the IIWE sessions

*  the other in the local community at large, encouraging young girls to go into engineering.  

Will you be able to help this candidate organize these two presentations?  yes____ no_____

Your recommendation: (Please use as much space as needed)
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