





SoftComp’s first International Soft Matter Conference,
which took place in 2007 in Aachen, Germany, brought
together more than 600 scientists from all over the world
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Germany, covering advanced experi-
mental techniques and applications,
and theoretical and computer simula-
tion methods, at both an undergraduate
and graduate-student level. More spe-
cialised schools have included courses
on neutron scattering, rheology and its
application to different soft-matter ma-
terials, nuclear magnetic resonance, and
light-scattering techniques.

“SoftComp contributes to these activities,
encouraging as many students as pos-
sible to take them up,” says SoftComp
Educational Officer, Peter Olmsted of the
University of Leeds, UK.

Dissemination

* Conferences

The main scientific conference for
SoftComp is the Julich Soft Matter Days.
This meeting is organised once a year
and brings together scientists, includ-
ing researchers who are not necessarily

SoftComp members, working in all the
soft-matter areas, including biophysics.
More than 200 people regularly attend.
In 2007, a larger conference, the first In-
ternational Soft Matter Conference, was
held and was attended by more than
600 scientists. SoftComp plans to or-
ganise further similar conferences every
three years.

Once a year, all members are invited to
attend the SoftComp Annual Meeting,
which for many young academics often
offers the first international platform for
the presentation of their results.

» Workshops

Small focused workshops are regularly
held that explore topics of mutual inter-
est in two or more of the network re-
search areas within SoftComp. Industrial
workshops are also held, where the in-
dustrial partners can discuss scientific is-
sues relevant to their R&D programmes

with their academic colleagues, and in
the process strengthen academic-indus-
trial contacts.

* The SoftComp Newsletter

SoftComp produces a newsletter once
a year, which contains articles writ-
ten at a popular level on all aspects of
the SoftComp programme and subject
areas, with special emphasis on appli-
cations. All past issues of the newsletter
can be accessed on the internet:
www.eu-softcomp.net/news/news

Contact

Professor Jan K. G. Dhont
Forschungszentrum Jilich, Germany
% j.k.g.dhont@fz-juelich.de

Professor Peter Olmsted
University of Leeds, UK
fp.d.olmsted@leeds.ac.uk



Achievements of SoftComp

The SoftComp Network of Excellence start-
ed in 2004, and is now in its sixth year at
the time that this brochure is published in
autumn 2009. The following information
gives some idea of the breadth, uptake
and output of the programme.

Membership

Membership of SoftComp extends across
Europe, covering twelve countries from
the UK to Israel, and involves scientists
with a diverse disciplinary background
(physics, chemistry, biology, compu-
ter science and process engineering).
36 academic groups in 30 institutions
are participating, including most of the
main European research teams working
on soft matter (p.4). The Network al-
so provides an opportunity for smaller
groups, often with specialised expertise
but limited resources, to maximise their
output. Six companies are members, in-
cluding major multinational organisa-
tions able to provide invaluable infor-
mation on applications and industrial
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process techniques, while benefiting
from fundamental research carried out
by academic groups. SoftComp was fi-
nanced by an EU grant until 30 Novem-
ber 2009. A new consortium agreement
has been set up for the SoftComp future,
which foresees an annual fee from each
participant. Only five SoftComp partners
have decided not to continue member-
ship in the next phase, while new ones
will be joining.

Organisation and financing

During its 66-month lifetime, SoftComp
received € 6,200,000 in funding. About
60 to 65 per cent of the funding was al-
located to SoftComp partners for activi-
ties. These activities included, for exam-
ple, a focused funding programme for
strengthening the Research Platforms,
with eight instruments and twelve joint
positions funded.

The remainder was used to sup-
port the central budget. This covered
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Distribution of the SoftComp budget according to activity (in 1,000 euros)

administration and communications
costs such as the website, the dissem-
ination and education programme, the
Annual Meeting, or exchanges of scien-
tists and visits to research platforms (p.
32). A gender fund was set up to help
with childcare costs for women going
to conferences.

Delivery
The following data are for the first four
years.

* Exchange of scientists: 43 scientists
for a total of 2,038 days (5.6 years),
on average 47 days per exchange

* Visits to Research Platforms: 203
scientists for a total of 1,180 days
(3.2 years), on average 6 days per visit

+ Samples exchanged between part-
ners: 273

* SoftComp contributions to confer-
ences (invited, oral, poster): 1,047

* Dissemination events supported
(workshops, conferences, topical
meetings): 30 with 4,437 participants

* Education events supported (schools,
lab courses): 19 with 1,525 participants

* Total number of research papers: 794
(of which 152 publications are joint
publications by two or more SoftComp
members)

* Papers published in leading journals:
Nature journals 11
Science 3
Phys. Rev. Lett. 78
Biophys. J. 31
Macromolecules 70
J. Phys. Chem. B 31
Langmuir 52
J. Chem. Phys. 94
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SoftComp activities over four years: (left) visits and exchanges, education and dissemination; (right) publications, samples provided and contributions (invited, oral, poster)
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